PAGE  
3

[image: image1.emf][image: image2.jpg]



For Worldwide Release: March 1, 2010

Release Number: M10PR10

Combining Elegance and Reliability – Caterpillar Marine Powers Azimut Magellano 74 Yacht


A unique 2,000 nautical mile road show displays elegance of the Italian-designed Azimut yacht and the comfort of twin Cat C18 engines.


Caterpillar Marine Power Systems has been powering yachts and leisure crafts for decades, providing the propulsion force for thousands of the world’s finest boats.  However, if you found yourself in a port along the Mediterranean coast over the past couple of months, you may have spotted one of the industry’s newest luxury builds – the Azimut Magellano 74.  Combining the elegance of a Ken Freivokh designed yacht with the reliability of Cat® marine engines, the Magellano is the first in a new range of yachts designed to offer maximum navigational comfort and optional consumption efficiency regardless of speed or destination.

Azimut, one of the world’s finest yacht builders, recently hosted a once-in-a-lifetime trip for a select group of testers to navigate throughout the Mediterranean Sea on the Magellano 74.  Built to withstand all weather conditions and designed for the ultimate luxury during long cruises on board, the Magellano became the perfect tour guide for “My Voyage,” a 2,000 nautical mile road show designed to not only test the yacht’s endurance, but also introduce the world to this beautiful spectacle.

But while some of Italy’s best yacht testers were measuring performance and comfort above the deck, twin Cat marine engines were hard at work below the deck to safely power the journey.  The 74 foot (22.66 meter) yacht has a cruising speed of 24 knots thanks to the in-line 6, 4-stroke diesel Cat C18 engines both rated at 1015 mhp (847 bkW) at 2300 rpm. Built in Caterpillar’s innovative Marine Center of Excellence (MCOE) in Greenville, South Carolina, the C18 engines are renowned for proven performance and reliability in the pleasure craft industry.  

Azimut chose the engines specifically due to Caterpillar’s reputation in the pleasure craft industry for long life cycle durability and outstanding sales and service support from local Cat dealer Compagnia Generale Trattori (CGT).  According to the vessel testers, the engines were untiring for the Magellano’s journey and provided the needed torque to power the boat from its start in November from Marina di Varazze, Italy.

The Voyage encompassed the western part of the Mediterranean in late 2009 including Spain, Tunisia, Malta, and Italy.  Visit the Azimut website for more details about the Magellano, including a blog from a photojournalist sharing life on board throughout the unique journey.

# # #

About Caterpillar Marine Power Systems

Caterpillar Marine Power Systems, with headquarters in Hamburg, Germany, groups all the marketing and service activities for Cat and MaK marine engines within Caterpillar Inc. The organisation provides premier power solutions in the medium- and high-speed segments with outputs from 93 to 16,000 kW in main propulsion and 10 to 7,680 kWe in marine generator sets. The sales and service network includes more than 2,100 dealer locations world-wide dedicated to support customers in ocean-going, commercial marine and pleasure craft wherever they are.

More information is available at: MARINE.CAT.COM
About Caterpillar

For more than 80 years, Caterpillar Inc. has been making progress possible and driving positive and sustainable change on every continent. With 2009 sales and revenues of $32.396 billion, Caterpillar is a technology leader and the world’s leading manufacturer of construction and mining equipment, clean diesel and natural gas engines and industrial gas turbines.
More information is available at www.cat.com.

CAT, CATERPILLAR, their respective logos, “Caterpillar Yellow” and the “Power Edge” trade dress, as well as corporate and product identity used herein, are trademarks of Caterpillar and may not be used without permission.  
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