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Caterpillar launches five next 

generation Cat® Skid Steer Loaders 

& Compact Track Loaders with more 

power, performance and comfort 
 

o Models increase lift height, tilt and lift breakout forces, and rated operating capacities over the D3 series 

o Significant torque increases result in improved working performance 

o Cab design offers more useable room for operator comfort, plus improved visibility 

 

IRVING, Texas, January 8, 2025―Caterpillar introduces five next generation Cat® Skid Steer Loader (SSL) and 

Compact Track Loader (CTL) models for Latin America. Three Cat SSLs – the Cat 250, 260, and 270 – mark the 

introduction of the next generation design to the SSL line. Meanwhile, the Cat 275 and 285 mark the expansion 

of the next generation design for the CTL line, joining the 255 and 265 announced in late 2023. The largest 

CTLs ever produced by Caterpillar, the Cat 285 competes in a new class size with greater lift height and lift and 

tilt breakout forces.  

Maintaining the DNA of what made the Cat D3 series a leader, the next generation SSL and CTL models are a 

ground-up redesign that improves on the features that made the previous series popular. High performance is 

the standard for these next generation machines, elevating Caterpillar’s loader reputation through upgrades in 

engine power and torque, lift and tilt breakout forces, stability, operator comfort, and technology.  

The SSL and CTL models carry on Caterpillar’s new machine nomenclature with the elimination of the series 

letter designation. All next generation Cat SSLs are now identified by an ending model number of 0, while all 

CTLs have a model number ending in 5. Simplifying nomenclature, the middle number represents machine 

size with a larger number designating a larger machine.  

“We are excited to launch the next generation design for our skid steer loader line and expand the 

performance capabilities to more compact track loader models,” comments Trevor Chase, senior product 

consultant and new product introduction lead for Caterpillar. “Their increased power, lift height, breakout 

forces, rated operating capacity (ROC) and multiple high-flow auxiliary hydraulic system options give 

customers a flexible, high-performance machine to get the job done.” 
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A new performance benchmark 

All next generation Cat SSL and CTL models feature a redesigned engine compartment that places the engine 

and cooling package lower into the frame for improved stability, giving the operator confidence in handling 

heavy loads throughout all aspects of the work cycles. Meeting Brazil MAR-1 emission standards, equivalent to 

U.S. EPA Tier 3 and EU Stage IIIA, the two CTL models are powered by the Cat C3.6TA engine, while the 250 

and 260 SSLs are powered by the Cat C2.8T and the 270 by the Cat 3.6TA. These engines maintain horsepower 

across a wider RPM range compared to the previous engines powering the D3 series and boast significant 

torque increases – 13% for the 250 and 260, 35% for the 270, and 50% for the 275 and 285 – for improved 

working performance.  

With a vertical lift design, these next generation machines feature significant increases in lift height, breakout 

forces and ROC to elevate loader flexibility and performance. 

o The Cat 250 features a lift height of 124 in (3150 mm), 3 in (76.2 mm) more than the 242D3, a 36% 

increase in tilt and 26% increase in lift breakout forces, and 21% increase in ROC. 

o Offering a maximum lift height of 132 in (3353 mm), the 260 has 7 in (193 mm) more lift height than the 

262D3 and 27% increase in tilt and 24% increase in lift breakout forces, and a 17% increase in ROC. 

o With 6.4 in (162 mm) more lift height than the 272D3, the 270 delivers a maximum lift height of 133.5 in 

(3391 mm) plus 11% and 5% increases in tilt and lift breakout forces, respectively. 

o The 275 CTL has a lift height of 134.4 in (3415 mm), 8 in (203.2 mm) higher than the 299D3, plus a 37% 

increase in tilt breakout force and 19% increase in ROC.  

o Expanding the Cat SSL and CTL line into the biggest size class, the 285 delivers a lift height of 146 in 

(3708 mm) and tilt breakout force of 13,920 lbs (6314 kg). The 285 has an ROC of 4,719 lbs (2141 kg) 

with counterweight. 

Their closed-center auxiliary hydraulic system allows these machines to operate all Cat Smart Attachments 

with the standard hydraulics provided. Standard hydraulic system pressure increases 5% to 3,500 psi (24130 

kPa) in the next generation models. Cat 250, 260, 270 and 275 machines equipped with standard hydraulic flow 

are shipped from the factory outfitted as “High Flow ready.” High Flow functionality is activated simply via a 

software enabled attachment (SEA), permitting on-machine or remote activation of increased hydraulic flow to 

30 gal/min (113 l/min) for the 250, 260, and 270 models and 34 gal/min (129 l/min) for the 275 at standard 

hydraulic system pressure.  

Also available, the High Flow XPS factory option increases auxiliary hydraulic system pressure to 4,061 psi 

(28000 kPa) for the 250, 260, 270, 275 and 285 next generation models. Along with this, hydraulic flow is 

increased to 30 gal/min (113 l/min) on the 250, while flow increases to 34 gal/min (129 l/min) for the 260, 270, 

275 and 285 models. Equipping the 250 with the High Flow XPS option gives customers auxiliary hydraulic 

performance not available before in a mid-size chassis SSL.  
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The two next generation CTL models feature an E-bar (equalizer bar) undercarriage that provides increased 

stability for grading and handling heavier loads. The E-bar undercarriage harnesses Caterpillar’s heritage and 

leadership with track type tractors to provide a hybrid undercarriage solution. It delivers the benefits of a rigid-

style undercarriage design when lifting heavy loads or using heavy attachments like mulchers and dozer and 

grader blades, while simultaneously providing the benefits of an oscillating undercarriage when encountering 

uneven terrain or obstacles. 

Upgraded operator comfort 

All next generation Cat SSLs and CTLs feature a larger cab design with 22% more overall volume and 26% 

additional foot space. With a 2.75-in (70-mm) increase in interior width, the cab expands footwell-to-ceiling 

height by 1.8 in (46 mm) and allows for an additional 1.5 in (40 mm) of hip room and 1.1 in (28 mm) more 

width between the joysticks to improve operator comfort.  

Next generation loaders are equipped with either a 5-in (127-mm) standard LCD monitor or an 8-in (203-mm) 

advanced touchscreen monitor, depending on the selected technology package. Like the advanced display on 

the D3 series, the standard monitor features Bluetooth connectivity and supports functionality for rearview 

camera feed, creep, job clock, maintenance reminders and 32 languages. The advanced touchscreen monitor 

provides a higher level of control over standard monitor functionality, offers advanced radio control, and 

supports side cameras and 32 language choices. The advanced joysticks enable integrated control of the 

advanced touchscreen monitor, so all machine function control and adjustments can be made without the 

operator removing their hands from the controls.  

A range of mechanical and air-ride suspension seat options are available for these next generation machines, 

including a high-comfort seat that is both ventilated and heated. Auto temperature control plus vent outlet 

positioning above the operator help the HVAC system to quickly cool the cab’s interior.  

Entering and exiting next generation loaders is much easier thanks to their low entry points. The operator can 

now open the cab door without the lift arms being fully lowered to the frame stops. A simplified two-step door 

removal process allows operators to quickly remove it without tools. The machines’ lower engine mounting, 

59% larger rear window and bigger top window providing 15% increased viewable area combine to improve 

operator visibility. 

Technology advancements 

These SSLs and CTLs offer the next level of integrating machine and technology. Both standard and advanced 

monitors provide the ability to run Cat Smart Attachments, such as the dozer and grader blades and backhoe. 

Attachment operation is integrated into the joysticks, and the machine automatically recognizes the type of 

attachment and the required joystick pattern for controlling it.  

Available Cat Product Link™ Elite tracks machine hours, location, and asset utilization, provides fault code 

details, and delivers advanced monitoring and machine health with data remotely accessible via VisionLink®. 
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Additionally, Product Link Elite provides Remote Flash and Remote Troubleshooting capabilities and quickly 

enables the remote activation of the SEA High Flow feature. 

For more information about the Cat Skid Steer Loaders and Compact Track Loaders, contact a Cat dealer or 

visit: www.cat.com 

 

275 and 285 Compact Track Loader Product Specifications 

CTL Model 275 285 

Engine 
Cat C3.6TA (Turbo-After 

Cooled) 

Cat C3.6TA (Turbo-After 

Cooled) 

Gross Power, hp (kW) 111 (82) 111 (82) 

Engine Torque, ft-lb 

(Nm) 
370 (501) 370 (501) 

Operating Weight, lb. 

(kg) 
12,401 (5625) 13,307 (6036) 

Rated Operating 

Capacity @ 35%, lb. (kg) 

with counterweight 
4,261 (1933) 4,719 (2141) 

Hydraulic Pressure – 

standard, psi (kPa) 
3500 (24130) 3500 (24130) 

Hydraulic Flow – 

standard, gal/min 

(l/min) 

23 (86) 23 (86) 

Hydraulic Pressure – 

SEA High Flow, psi (kPa) 
3500 (24130) N/A 

Hydraulic Flow – SEA 

High Flow, gal/min 

(l/min) 

34 (128) N/A 

Hydraulic Pressure – 

High Flow XPS, psi (kPa) 
4061 (28000) 4061 (28000) 

Hydraulic Flow – High 

Flow XPS, gal/min 

(l/min) 

34 (128) 34 (128) 

 

 

http://www.cat.com/
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250, 260, 270 Skid Steer Loader Product Specifications 

SSL Model  250 260 270 

Engine Cat C2.8T (Turbo) Cat C2.8T (Turbo) 
Cat C3.6TA (Turbo-After 

Cooled) 

Gross Power, hp (kW) 74 (55) 74 (55) 111 (82) 

Engine Torque, ft-lb 

(Nm) 
221 (300) 221 (300) 370 (501) 

Operating Weight, lb. 

(kg) 
7829 (3551) 8476 (3845) 10441 (4736) 

Rated Operating 

Capacity @ 50%, lb. (kg) 

with counterweight 
2,916 (1323) 3,390 (1538) 3,914 (1776) 

Hydraulic Pressure – 

standard, psi (kPa) 
3500 (24130) 3500 (24130) 3500 (24130) 

Hydraulic Flow – 

standard, gal/min 

(l/min) 

23 (86) 23 (86) 23 (86) 

Hydraulic Pressure – 

SEA High Flow, psi (kPa) 
3500 (24130) 3500 (24130) 3500 (24130) 

Hydraulic Flow – SEA 

High Flow, gal/min 

(l/min) 

30 (113) 30 (113) 30 (113) 

Hydraulic Pressure – 

High Flow XPS, psi (kPa) 
4061 (28000) 4061 (28000) 4061 (28000) 

Hydraulic Flow – High 

Flow XPS, gal/min 

(l/min) 

30 (113) 34 (129) 30 (113) 
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NOTE TO EDITORS 

About Caterpillar: 
With 2023 sales and revenues of $67.1 billion, Caterpillar Inc. is the world’s leading manufacturer of construction and mining equipment, off-
highway diesel and natural gas engines, industrial gas turbines and diesel-electric locomotives. For nearly 100 years, we’ve been helping 
customers build a better, more sustainable world and are committed and contributing to a reduced-carbon future. Our innovative products and 
services, backed by our global dealer network, provide exceptional value that helps customers succeed. Caterpillar does business on every 
continent, principally operating through three primary segments – Construction Industries, Resource Industries and Energy & Transportation – 
and providing financing and related services through our Financial Products segment. Visit us at caterpillar.com or join the conversation on our 
social media channels at caterpillar.com/en/news/social-media.html.  

Caterpillar rolls out products and services in each of its regions at different time intervals. Although every effort is made to ensure that product 
information is released only after Caterpillar has received confirmation from its independent dealer network, plants, and marketing subsidiaries 
that products and services are available in the relevant region, editors are kindly requested to verify with a Cat dealer for product availability 
and specifications. 

CAT, CATERPILLAR, LET’S DO THE WORK, their respective logos, “Caterpillar Corporate Yellow,” the “Power Edge” and Cat “Modern Hex” trade 
dress, as well as corporate and product identity used herein, are trademarks of Caterpillar and may not be used without permission. 

VisionLink is a trademark of Caterpillar Inc., registered in the United States and in other countries. 
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