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Caterpillar announces updates to Cat® 
5- to 10-tonne class mini hydraulic 
excavators 

o 5-tonne compact radius Cat 305 CR now offers ease-of-use (EOU) features  

o Cat 308 CR can be equipped with an angle blade 

o New camera, engine and third auxiliary features for 8- to 10-tonne models  

 

IRVING, Texas, October 7, 2025― Caterpillar is announcing multiple enhancements to its Cat® 305 CR, 308 CR, 

309 CR and 310 Mini Hydraulic Excavator models. The compact radius Cat 305 CR now joins the 6- to 10-tonne 

class models to offer mini hydraulic excavator (MHE) ease-of-use (EOU) E-Fence and Indicate features for 

software-enabled attachment versions. The 305 CR now ships from the factory EOU ready for cab and 

premium canopy designs or can be ordered from the factory already installed.   

Automatically constraining machine motion within preset boundaries, E-Fence is designed to allow operators 

the ability to work confidently and efficiently by avoiding structures overhead, underground, in front, or to the 

left or right of the excavator. E-Fence features include:  

• Ceiling – helps operators avoid overhead obstacles such as powerlines, ceilings or tree limbs.  

• Floor – defined depth limits help protect underground fiberoptic cables and utilities.  

• Wall – operating limits protects structures in front of the excavator.  

• Swing – ideal for avoiding swinging into live traffic areas or walkways and to help with truck loading.  

An entry-level grade system now available for the 305 CR, Indicate, gives operators visual and audible 

indications to bucket position, relative to target grade, to assist with meeting exact specifications the first time. 

The operator selects target depth and slope from the in-cab guidance system, and the monitor provides real-

time feedback.  

Taking the EOU Indicate to the next level, a Laser Catcher option is available for all next generation Cat EOU 

models in the 5- to 10-tonne class. Working with a laser transmitter, Laser Catcher may provide customers with 

greater peace of mind when working on large jobsites that require multiple excavator repositions. It can be 

ordered from the factory or installed via an aftermarket kit and retrofitted to first-production EOU machines.  

8- to 10-tonne class enhancements  

Today’s compact radius Cat 308 CR and 309 CR plus the 310 mini hydraulic excavators are now powered by the 

new Cat C2.8 engine, offering the same ratings and performance as the previous Cat C3.3B power unit. 
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Meeting U.S. EPA Tier 4 Final and Stage V emissions standards, the C2.8 features a “fit for life” diesel 

oxidation catalyst (DOC) and diesel particulate filter (DPF) that requires no maintenance, reducing service 

requirements and costs.  

A third auxiliary hydraulic option is available to support customers using complex hydromechanical 

attachments. These next gen excavators also feature a standard rearview camera to help improve operator 

visibility and safety while reversing the excavator. Additionally, the 310 now includes a side-view camera as 

standard, while the side-view camera can be optionally added to 308 CR and 309 CR machines.  

The next generation 308 CR will offer an angle blade option to help with backfilling material. With Stick Steer 

and blade control in the right joystick, operators can control the machine like a small dozer. The option comes 

with dozer float to help with grading and a three-piece bolt-on cutting edge that can be inverted and reversed 

to extend wear life.  

Next level performance  

These enhancements can elevate the performance of a next generation Cat mini hydraulic excavator line that 

introduced four industry-first features:  

• Stick Steer – simplifying machine control, Cat Stick Steer System enables the operator to switch from 

conventional level/foot-pedal steering controls to low-effort joystick operation at the touch of a button.  

• Cruise control – a standard feature minimizing operator interaction when traveling longer distances 

between work locations.  

• Operator adjustable settings – a large touchscreen display provides intuitive machine function control 

and easy monitoring of critical operating parameters.  

Limited edition “Centennial Grey” Cat 305 CR and 308 CR mini hydraulic excavator units will be on display at 

the Utility Exposition, October 7-9, and Equip Exposition, October 21-24, in Louisville, Ky. Attendees can 

operate the limited edition 308 CR model with angle blade inside the Cat demonstration exhibit area.  

More information on the software updates for the Cat 305 CR, 308 CR, 309, CR and 310 mini hydraulic 

excavators can be found by contacting a Cat dealer or visiting cat.com.  

 

###

https://www.cat.com/en_US.html?utm_content=next_gen_ssl,_ctl_press_release_09_2024&utm_source=amn_master_list_editors&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=next_gen_ssl/ctl_press_release_09_2024&utm_term=link
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NOTE TO EDITORS 

About Caterpillar: 
With 2024 sales and revenues of $64.8 billion, Caterpillar Inc. is the world’s leading manufacturer of construction and mining equipment, off-
highway diesel and natural gas engines, industrial gas turbines and diesel-electric locomotives. For 100 years, we’ve been helping customers 
build a better, more sustainable world and are committed and contributing to a reduced-carbon future. Our innovative products and services, 
backed by our global dealer network, provide exceptional value that helps customers succeed. Caterpillar does business on every continent, 
principally operating through three primary segments – Construction Industries, Resource Industries and Energy & Transportation – and 
providing financing and related services through our Financial Products segment. Visit us at caterpillar.com or join the conversation on our 
social media channels at caterpillar.com/en/news/social-media.html. 

Caterpillar rolls out products and services in each of its regions at different time intervals. Although every effort is made to ensure that product 
information is released only after Caterpillar has received confirmation from its independent dealer network, plants, and marketing subsidiaries 
that products and services are available in the relevant region, editors are kindly requested to verify with a Cat dealer for product availability 
and specifications. 

CAT, CATERPILLAR, LET’S DO THE WORK, their respective logos, “Caterpillar Corporate Yellow,” the “Power Edge” and Cat “Modern Hex” trade 
dress, as well as corporate and product identity used herein, are trademarks of Caterpillar and may not be used without permission. 

VisionLink is a trademark of Caterpillar Inc., registered in the United States and in other countries. 
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